CAPITAL CITY CORVETTES

(

VOLUME 22

NO. 12

;}( P.O. Box 13927 * Salem, Oregon 97309
L\,

December 8, 2011 is the GENERAL MEETING

MEETINGS & MEMBERSHIP
General membership meetings are held at
6:00pm, the 2nd Thursday of each month,

at Capital Auto Group, 2711 Mission St. SE,

Salem, OR 97302.

We have a social meeting on the 4th week of
every month, location and event will be
announced in the activities calendar.

Web site: www.CapitalCityCorvettes.com
Membership annual dues are $50.00

BIRTHDAY'S & ANNIVERSARIES

December Anniversaries
NONE

December Birthdays
John Risko December 1st

COMING EVENTS

Sunday, December 11™- Capital City
Corvettes end of year banquet. At Judy and
Roman's in Stayton. RSVP PLEASE

President: John Elegant-503-510-2808
john.elegant@gmail.com

V. President: Joe Watson-503-930-4565
aphoneguy@hotmail.com

Secretary: Brenda Fleming
Treasurer: Mary Stanley

Directors at Large
Steve Stanley-Past President
Chuck Dutoit-Director
John Risko-Director
Car Activities Chair-Roman Baszniak
Charlotte Burton-Social Coordinator

CLUB COMMITEES
Hospitality Chairperson-Jayne Risko
Historian- Jim Casey
Editor and Glen Campbell 503-970-5990
Webmaster: batf169@msn.com

CLUB CONTACT: Glen Campbell, 503-970-9550
batf169@msn.com
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Capital City Corvettes - Minutes for November 10, 2011

The meeting was called to order by President John Elegant at 6:05 at the Capital Auto Group.
John announced that our newest club members are Shawn and Doug Brenizer. Welcome!!

Joe informed us of the November birthdays and anniversaries. These include Karen (7th), Tim (17th) and Jerry
(18th).

The minutes for October were approved.

Committee Reports:

Hospitality: Roger Barry and Carol Dutoit are both recovering. We all send our best wishes.

Social: Charlotte reported on the upcoming Christmas party. This will be held on 12/11 at the Baszniak's home
at 4:00. Members are asked to bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share. There will be a gift exchange;
members wishing to participate should bring a generic gift for a man or woman. Everyone is also asked to
contribute $5.00 to help with the costs involved with putting the party together.

Car Events: Upcoming events include: 1) Santa Cruise, 12/3, in Stayton. We will leave from Joe's house at 7:30
a.m. 2) Swap meet in Albany on 11/19 3) Car Show at the Albany Fairgrounds on 1/7.

Newsletter: Glen and Karen have returned from their trip and the newsletter routine has returned to normal.

Treasurer's Report: Mary reported that we are solvent. She also indicated that most people have paid their 2012
dues.

Past Events: The Halloween Party was enjoyed by all. Mary graciously thanked everyone for their help in
making it happen. Many people commented on Steve's effective yet seasonal pumpkin bowling alley.

New Business: Judy announced that there's a 2010 or 2011 Corvette available at the dealership in Turner. She
said the car had 1800 miles and cost 40K. If interested, ask Judy about this. John also announced that there will
be a board meeting on 11/28 at the S t a n.lIneviiat agpeared to be an effort to entice attendance, he promised
""steaming hot" pizza to all who attended.

John's Car Corner: Winter maintenance: Check tire pressure. Valve stems can fuse, there's a $3.29 fix for this

(ask John for details). News from General Motors: HHR is finished, its replacement is the Granite (cute and

small). GM has been beating Toyota in sales. Toyota has had to recall many cars, their sales are down. Buick

received a good review from Edmonds.com for their Verano. Ford is struggling a bit, something about trouble
with their electronic system. John and Annie rec
impressed. They also enjoyed the Cruise. Some proof that GM can build a nice, affordable car.

To end the meeting, Judy told us a wonderful joke. It went something like this: A car is traveling slowly on the
highway. A policeman pulls the car over. The driver is a little old lady with three companions. She tells the
officer that she is going the speed limit of 25 mph. She inquires as to why she's being pulled over. The officer
then informs her that 25 is not the speed limit, but the highway number. He then notices that her friends are
gripping their seats and look shaken. "What's wrong with your friends?" he asks. Her reply: "We were just
traveling on Highway 119". Thanks for the levity, Judy. Hope I didn't mess it up.

Respectfully submitted by Brenda Fleming, Secretary
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PRESIDENY. S CAR CORNER John&annie

President 6s Corner

Capital City Corvettes is completing a very good year!

Our budget/finances is now in really good shape -- thanks to good ole-fashioned judicious spending and a
sustained revenue base. We have had some really great activities this past year. So many come to mind!!! A
great big thank you to Charlotte, our Activities Coordinator, for all she did to make these events a success.
Lots of folks also pitched in this year and picked up the leadership role in an activity or two. Thank you for
doing such a great job on the event. We have some REALLY GREAT NEW members. And, we have some
really nice prospective members getting to know us. And, of course, we drove our Corvettes a lot this last year.
We thus start our 2012 Club year in really good shape. | thank each and every one for your help in making
2011 such fun!

Chrysler: Earnings great sales and much improved quality!

Le t celebrate Chrysler as the well-d e s e rcomebatk kid award” for2011. Qual i ty contr ol ,
long problem with the entire brand (Jeep, Ram, Chrysler and Dodge) , has been improving steadily, in fact

passing both Ford and GM for the first time since car quality was systematically and annually evaluated. Of

course, part of this massive jump was the quality declines in both Ford and GM for the 2011 model year (MY),

but nevertheless, Chrysler had significant quality improvements this year. Sales increases are another area that
Chrysler has, at least in terms of the percentage of increase, surpassed both Ford and GM. Yes, Chrysler still

has a much | ower tot al number of s al siadicdtive of whdtY 2 0
brands new car buyers are turning to, and thus what future sales might portend. Jeep has been the most

outstanding brand this comeback year, with monthly sales up as much as 44% from the comparable month of a
year ago. HP &/-8 p yessyourtap get a /-8 i a Jeep platform starting this year, has been one
reason for this huge I mprovement. So let’™s cong
improvements this past year.

Chrysler: Only one minivan!

From 2013 on, when the re-design of the mini-van occurs, there will only be the Chrysler Town and Country
here. Remember the Plymouth VVoyager, and the current Dodge Grand Caravan. The first, as you know, has
been extinct for several years. Well, 2012 will be the last year for the Grand Caravan in the USA. In an
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interesting twist, starting the 2013 model year, there will be only Grand Caravans in Canada and only Town and
Country’s here. T h éadgengavri d | t rbiem oarea npdl aarrhdf woer dnm, to déwni ts
only difference between the Town and Country sold here and the Grand Caravans sold in Canada.

Fiat 500 Sales A Failure:

In more Fiat/Chrysler news, sales of the Fiat 500 here have been abysmal, only 15,000 units this MY (compared

to initial product projections of 50,000+ per year). The person in charge of Fiat sales in America, Laura Soave,

was canned Thanksgiving weekend. However, many industry analysts doubt whether anyone can inspire

(meaning increase actual sales significant | y) her e. Fiat i s stildl bringi
the USA in the spring, but most feel that wil!/ b
small car that it is selling here at this time, but product develop me nt of a baby Chrysl er
We shall see...

Thankfully, as noted above, overall Chrysler sales and profits are doing very, very well this year.

Let's Not Count Chinese Cars Out Yet
Chinese cars have been laughed at, justaswe laughed at t he 1960’ s Japanhese ca

| evel Chinese cars were, | ast year given a “ZERO
scale of one to five —with five stars being the highest rating and anything less than a 3 being
unsafe/unacceptable. However, these two cars, |
cars have also suffered in their “aesthetic” val
control continues to plague some Chinese car producers, so there is further to go on this key metric. But, who
knows what quality/reliability and “appearance’

the same “dismissive” coWmndng,s Thes Bi 0 Thretec dn el
significant car improvements over the next five years. As one example, Hyundai was similarly a laughing
stock five year ago, but look at their quality, appearance, sales and reliability at this time.

Simi larly, Let's Look Out For VW s Future Positi ol
VW, a conglomeration of ten different brands, including Seat, VW, Polo, Audi, Porsche, Lamborghini and

more, is currently # 3 in terms of total car production this year, behind GM (1*) and Toyota (2"%). VW just

announced that they have committed $19,000,000,000 in China development/production in the next three years.

They will be introducing 15 new models in China by the 2015 model year. VW is currently second in China,

but with ambitious a plan, who knows what might occur in just three short years. However, even with huge

China development, WWeslt iplrlobhlaesm,o nteh,e Acahcitl Itehsat s
are not doing as wel |l as they ndéd ##olmepebdJuWes
Two problem areas have hurt VW s USA sal es. The
vi sual excitement” among their cars. We shall s

they mounted a huge and expensive campaign to improve both areas in terms of vehicles sold here. The results
are improvements in both areas, yet not enough to, overall, change rankings in these two areas, and without
significant, further increases in US sales, VW will not make it goal of being # 1 in car production.

Thank You Ford Mustang GT 500!

The 2013 Mustang GT 500 will have 650 HP. This portends go things for the C7 Corvettes. Even before the
C7’"s arrive, possibly, threu2@l 3> eeAmnipwevresarby oMd
current 638 HP. Al | it would take is a slightl
consequently have more power in the last year of the C6 run, or in the C7 series, we appreciate the Mustang

pushing the Corvette to even more power in the future.

d
y

Herebs To Your Having The Most Wonder ful Christm

Dreams! %



Once-in-a-lifetime Centennial Corvette Z06 too powerful to tame
Scott Burgess/ The Detroit News

It took Chevrolet 100 years to come up with this car: The 2012 Chevrolet Centennial Edition Corvette
Z06.

It was definitely worth the wait.

Just look at it. Its Carbon Flash Metallic paint shines like icing on a cake that you can't stop
devouring. It's temptation on wheels. And those are wheels with red trim and beefy calipers bulging
under the silky black satin cast-spun aluminum. (The front wheels are one inch smaller than the back
wheels, and they look wider than the Detroit River.)

Every piece of this car just looks a little meaner: The big, chin-scraping splitter below the bumper, the
flash of a carbon fiber stripe on the hood, and little details that are once-in-a-century kind of things.

This Chevy includes a small graphic on the B-pillar of Louis Chevrolet 8 the brand's namesake. Even
the traditional Corvette racing flag gets a one-time adjustment, with Chevy adding the number 100 for
the occasion. After all, you only become a centenarian once in your life.

But most things turning 100 don't come with a 7-liter V-8 under the carbon-fiber hood. Maybe they
should.

This car is frightful on the road. It's an angry machine that you try taming only a little. You're never
going to break it like so many mustangs or other wild ponies. You grip the wheel with as much fear as
you do joy when you're tearing around town. And there's really no other way to drive it. It shreds
highways.

The back end shakes with 505 horsepower through all six slick-clicking gears. And when you jam
down the accelerator, it creates a V-8 moan that borders perfection. If people don't see this car first,
they'll look when they hear it. Big engines are leaving this world pretty quickly, and V-8 sports cars
are one of the few places they will remain for a while. The reason is pretty clear: Twin turbocharged
V-6s are two cylinders short of auditory perfection. This V-8 will make the hair on the back of your
neck stand up.

The car's performance is phenomenal if you're up for the challenge. But nothing feels easy in the Z06.
The steering is precise, but firm. The braking is surefooted and quick d it does have 14-inch ceramic
front rotors & but can also feel overly aggressive.

The ride is bumpy, but that's because the body is so stiff and suspension so tight to handle hard
cornering. The Magnetic Selective Ride Control, which adjusts the suspension nearly instantly, does
smooth out some parts of the ride, but don't fool yourself, it can beat you up a little.

Nonetheless, this car still packs more fun per cylinder than any Corvette.
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Flashy both inside and out

The Centennial Corvette also carries the theme inside with its black leather interior. Little Centennial
logos are sewn onto the head rests, and it's all very well laid out. Black leather covers the dash, and
heavy stitches mark it with a coarse but classy feel.

The seats are well bolstered to hold you in tightly, and they are extremely comfortable. They include
suede microfiber accents.

One of the things | don't like in the Corvette is the touch screen on the center stack. The infotainment
system looks and feels outdated. (It is also difficult to see if you're wearing polarized sunglasses.) But
it's just clunky to use. Changing radio stations requires you use the scan button, and it's not very
intuitive to use.

That said, the Bluetooth connectivity worked well; even with the burbling V-8 in the background, the
calls are clean and clear.

Not intended to be practical

There is a second problem many people will encounter with this car: Getting in and out of it. The car
is so low, you almost fall into the seat. When you get out, you tend to roll across the Centennial-
marked door sill and push up. | was thankful | never wore a skirt during my test drives.

Additionally, one of the things I've always liked about Corvettes is the big open space in the back. It
almost makes the car sound practical, with 22 cubic feet of space back there. There's a cover of sorts
that allows items to be hidden from view back there.

But the Z06 & in any version & really isn't a car that comes across as practical. It was never meant
to be that way. It's a high-performance baseball bat that requires a careful wielding all the time. But if
you're willing to give it the attention it demands, it's worth every second.

The Chevrolet Centennial package can be bought for any Corvette model, technically 8 it's a $4,950
package. But it really belongs on only one vehicle: The Z06 & simply the best Corvette on the road.

Chevroletbs Variable Valve Timing ( V V T):
(Thanks To chevroletcruzeforum.com)

Athletes understand that proper breathing is critical to maintaining peak performance under all conditions and
so do Chevrolet powertrain engineers. Getting air in and exhaust gases out of the combustion chamber under all
speeds and driving conditions is essential to outstanding drivability and fuel efficiency with low emissions.

“Whet her powered by four, si x Cbevroleecargnthttuck &romithe nder s
compact Aveo and Cruze to the full-size Suburban SUV features variable valve timing (VVT) on its engine to
optimize its breat hGemmgl MotasaxecdtiveSlizector oMelaba Engine Engineering.

The camshafts are driven by chains from the crankshaft to keep the valve opening in sync with the motion of the
pistons in the cylinders.

Through continuous adjustments of the camshaft phasing, engineers can achieve smoother idle control without
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sacrificing the ability to breathe at higher engine speeds. This ability contributes to the 3.6-liter V6 in the
Chevrolet Camaro generating 312 horsepower while getting an EPA-estimated 30 mpg on the highway.

Chevrol et’ s VMdraulg meshanesmto twist thescamahaft relative to the crankshaft position so
that the valves can be opened and closed earlier or later. On dual overhead cam engines such as the Ecotec
inline-four and the 3.0 and 3.6-liter V6, the intake and exhaust cams can be adjusted independently, allowing
the valve overlap — the time that intake and exhaust valves are both open — to be varied as well.

The 60 degrees of camshaft adjustment available on the turbocharged 1.4-liter Ecotec that powers the Cruze
enabled engineers to eliminate the conventional exhaust gas recirculation system to simplify the overall engine
packaging — the way the engine fits in the car — and still reduce emissions.

“Bookending t he GCdyapped CruzeiEcoachigves an EFAestimated B2-mpg highway
while the full-size Silverado XFE pickup is estimated at 22 mpg highway, both of which are best-in-class
figures for theirTdr s pegardenseinant st tpeheffitieat
gasoline-fueled vehicle in Ameri c a. ”

. Anot her day at gl ends office
OAlways be wary of any helpful item that weighs less than its
operating manual. 6
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FOR SALE

1982 silver green corvette one of 723 produced. 38,600 Miles, new paint and interior.

Just tuned, transmission serviced, new stainless steel calipers. This car is 9.5 out of

10. Everything works have service records
invoice from the factory showing dealers cost and retail price. Car runs as good as it

looks. Runs on 87 octanes and gets good mileage. It is absolutely immaculate and

needs nothing. Must see to appreciate. $19,900 or offer. 503 871-3976




